Al Prompt Menu for Genealogy Research

A workshop-ready handout for planning, analysis, and evidence-focused Al prompts

Use this menu to choose the right Al prompt for a genealogy objective. The strongest prompts define the task, scope,
context, constraints, known facts, target records, repositories, timeline gaps, and desired output format. Replace bracketed
text with project details before using a prompt.

Prompt element What to include

Task What you want the Al to do: plan, analyze, compare, prioritize, or review.

Scope People, places, dates, jurisdictions, and record types included or excluded.

Context Known facts, citations, conflicts, timeline gaps, repositories, and previous searches.
Constraints Do not invent facts or citations; label assumptions; distinguish evidence types.
Format Ask for a table, checklist, research plan, comparison chart, or proof-focused outline.

Quick Starter Prompt
Hel p me create a geneal ogy research plan for this question: [research question].

Scope: [people, places, date range, jurisdictions].

Known facts: [bulleted facts with sources if available].

Conflicts or gaps: [uncertain evidence, tineline gaps, same-name issues].

Target records or repositories already considered: [list].

Desired format: [research plan / checklist / table / source-priority list / tinmeline analysis].

Do not invent facts or citations. Label assunptions clearly. Prioritize records that can answer the question

directly or provide strong indirect evidence. |Include next actions, target records, repositories, search
terns, and cautions.
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Prompt Categories

1. Research Planning
Objective

Turn a broad family-history problem into a focused research plan.

Prompt to copy
Create a geneal ogy research plan for this question: [research question].

Known facts:
- [Fact, date, place, source]
- [Fact, date, place, source]

Scope:

- Person or famly: [nane]

- Place: [county/state/country]

- Date range: [years]

- Repositories already checked: [list]
- Records already searched: [list]

Pl ease provide:

A focused restatenent of the research question.
The nost likely record groups to answer it.
Repositories or databases to check.

Search terns and nane variants.

. Timeline gaps.

6. A prioritized next-actions checklist.

US> @® =

Do not invent facts or citations. Label assunptions clearly.

2. Proving a Relationship
Objective

Identify records that may prove or disprove a claimed relationship.

Prompt to copy

Help nme identify records that could prove or disprove the relationship between [Person Al and [ Person
B] .

Known facts:
- [Person A facts with sources]
- [Person B facts with sources]

Possi bl e rel ati onshi p:
[Parent-child / spouse / sibling / guardian / other]

Pl aces and dates:
[ Rel evant | ocations and tine period]

Pl ease separate:

- Direct evidence that could nanme the rel ationship.

- Indirect evidence that could support the relationship.
- Negative evidence that nay matter.

- Records nost likely to contain relationship clues.

- Next searches to run.
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3. Distinguishing Same-Name Individuals

Objective

Separate two or more people with the same or similar names.

Prompt to copy

Hel p me distingui sh between two or nore people naned [nane]

Known or suspected individuals:
1. [Person 1 details]
2. [Person 2 details]

Avai | abl e cl ues:

- Ages:

- Spouses:

- Children:

- Associ ates:

- Qccupations:

- Land or tax records:

- Church or mlitary records:
- Mgration pattern:

Create a conparison table and suggest records that could separate these identities.

about assunptions and conflicting evidence.

4. Timeline Gap Analysis
Objective
Find record groups that may explain missing years or unknown locations.
Prompt to copy
Anal yze this geneal ogy tineline gap.

Resear ch subj ect:
[ nane]

Known tineline:
- [Datel/ pl acel/ event/ source]
- [Datel/placel/ event/ source]

Gap to explain:
Bet ween [dat e/ event/place] and [date/event/place]

Pl ease suggest:
Li kel y reasons for the gap.

Repositories or databases to search.
Search ternms and nane/ pl ace variants.
A prioritized checklist of next actions.

arwbE

Record groups that nmay place the person during the nissing years.

in [place] during [date range].

I ncl ude cautions

Do not assune migration, death, remarriage, or mlitary service unless supported by evidence.
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5. Locality Research

Objective

Build context around jurisdiction, records, repositories, and boundaries.

Prompt to copy
Create a locality research guide for [place] during [date range] for geneal ogy research.

Research focus:
[fam |y, event, migration, court case, |and ownership, church nenbership, mlitary service]

Pl ease incl ude:

- Rel evant jurisdictions.

- Boundary changes to check.

- Courthouse offices or record custodians.

- Major record types avail able.

- Online databases to check.

- Ofline repositories to contact.

- Historical context that may affect records.
- Common pitfalls for this place and peri od.

6. Finding Target Records
Objective

Prioritize record types by the evidence they may provide.

Prompt to copy
G ven this geneal ogy question, identify the npst useful target records.

Questi on:
[research question]

Known facts:
- [facts with sources]

Goal :
[ prove parentage / |locate death / identify spouse / track migration / resolve conflict]

Pl ease create a table with:
- Record type.

- Wy it matters.

- Date range to search.

- Jurisdiction.

- Repository or database.

- Expected evidence.

- Priority level.
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7. Evaluating Conflicting Evidence

Objective

Compare sources, informants, reliability, and possible explanations.

Prompt to copy

Hel p me eval uate conflicting geneal ogy evidence.

Research questi on:
[ questi on]

Conflict:
[describe the di sagreenent]

Evi dence:

1. [Source 1, claim date, informant if known]
2. [Source 2, claim date, informant if known]
3. [Source 3, claim date, informant if known]

Pl ease anal yze:

- Source type and reliability.

- Informant know edge.

- Direct, indirect, or negative evidence.
- Possible explanations for the conflict.
- Records that could resolve it.

- Whether a conclusion is currently supportable.

8. Negative Search Analysis

Objective
Decide whether unsuccessful searches are meaningful evidence.
Prompt to copy

Anal yze these negative geneal ogy searches.

Research questi on:
[ question]

Sear ches conpl et ed:

- [Repository, collection, search ternms, date range,
- [Repository, collection, search terns, date range,

Pl ease determ ne:

What assunptions they support or weaken.
Whet her the search scope was adequate.

What alternate spellings, jurisdictions, or
What to search next.

SB[
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record sets should be checked.
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9. FAN Club or Cluster Research

Objective

Use friends, associates, and neighbors to solve identity or relationship problems.

Prompt to copy
Hel p me build a FAN club research strategy for [ancestor] in [place] during [date range].

Known associ at es:

- Famly:

- Nei ghbors:

- Wtnesses:

- Bondsnen:

- Sponsors:

- Informants:

- Landowners nearby:
- Mlitary conrades:
- Church nenbers:

Pl ease suggest:

- Wich associates to research first.

- What records may connect them

- How to track relationships.

- How cluster evidence could help answer the main research question.
- A next-actions checklist.

10. Military or Pension Research

Objective

Plan searches for service, pension, bounty land, and family evidence.

Prompt to copy
Create a nilitary and pension research plan for [nane], who may have served in [war/conflict] from
[ pl ace] .

Known facts:
- [age, residence, spouse, unit, service clues, pension clues]

Pl ease identify:

- Possible service records.

- Pension or bounty | and records.

- Draft, enlistnment, discharge, or conpiled mlitary service records.
- State versus federal repositories.

- Search strategies for nane variants.

- Family evidence likely to appear in the file.

- Next steps.
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11. Probate and Land Research

Objective

Use estate, deed, tax, and court records to prove relationships and residence.

Prompt to copy
Create a probate and | and research strategy for [nanme] in [county/state] during [date range].

Resear ch obj ecti ve:
[prove heirs / identify spouse / track migration / distinguish same-nane people / establish residence]

Known facts:
- [facts with sources]

Pl ease i ncl ude:

- Probate records to search.

- Land deed indexes and deed books to search.

- Tax records to check.

- Court records that may rel ate.

- Associates to track as w tnesses, buyers, sellers, neighbors, or bondsnen.
- Expected rel ationship evidence.

- Search order.

12. Reviewing an Existing Research Plan

Objective

Use Al as a reviewer to find gaps before a research session.

Prompt to copy

Revi ew ny geneal ogy research plan for gaps, assunptions, missing record groups, unclear scope, weak
prioritization, and places where citations or negative searches shoul d be strengthened.

Resear ch question:
[ question]

Plan draft:
[ paste plan]

Pl ease return:

Scope probl ens.

M ssing record groups.

Weak or unsupported assunptions.
Citation or source-quality concerns.
Specific revisions to i nprove the plan.
A final next-actions checklist.
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Session Checklist

Before prompting:

- Define one focused research question.

- Add known facts with sources or citation notes.

- Name timeline gaps, conflicts, assumptions, and same-name risks.

- Set people, places, dates, jurisdictions, repositories, and record types.

After prompting:

- Verify every suggested record set and repository before relying on it.

- Convert useful suggestions into a research log or next-actions checklist.
- Record negative searches.

- Update the timeline and hypotheses after each search.

- Do not treat Al output as evidence; treat it as planning or analysis support.

Reusable Constraint Block
Use this add-on with any pronpt:

Do not invent facts, sources, citations, record availability,

assunptions, hypotheses, and uncertainty. Distinguish direct evidence,

and background context. |If a needed fact is mssing, ask for it or Ilist
original records and i mages over indexes when possible. Consider jurisdiction and boundary changes,
variants, associates, neighbors, w tnesses, infornmants, and collateral
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negative evidence,
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