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AI Prompt Menu for Genealogy Research
A workshop-ready handout for planning, analysis, and evidence-focused AI prompts

Use this menu to choose the right AI prompt for a genealogy objective. The strongest prompts define the task, scope,
context, constraints, known facts, target records, repositories, timeline gaps, and desired output format. Replace bracketed
text with project details before using a prompt.

Prompt element What to include

Task What you want the AI to do: plan, analyze, compare, prioritize, or review.

Scope People, places, dates, jurisdictions, and record types included or excluded.

Context Known facts, citations, conflicts, timeline gaps, repositories, and previous searches.

Constraints Do not invent facts or citations; label assumptions; distinguish evidence types.

Format Ask for a table, checklist, research plan, comparison chart, or proof-focused outline.

Quick Starter Prompt
Help me create a genealogy research plan for this question: [research question].

Scope: [people, places, date range, jurisdictions].
Known facts: [bulleted facts with sources if available].
Conflicts or gaps: [uncertain evidence, timeline gaps, same-name issues].
Target records or repositories already considered: [list].
Desired format: [research plan / checklist / table / source-priority list / timeline analysis].

Do not invent facts or citations. Label assumptions clearly. Prioritize records that can answer the question
directly or provide strong indirect evidence. Include next actions, target records, repositories, search
terms, and cautions.
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Prompt Categories

1. Research Planning

Objective

Turn a broad family-history problem into a focused research plan.

Prompt to copy
Create a genealogy research plan for this question: [research question].

Known facts:
- [Fact, date, place, source]
- [Fact, date, place, source]

Scope:
- Person or family: [name]
- Place: [county/state/country]
- Date range: [years]
- Repositories already checked: [list]
- Records already searched: [list]

Please provide:
1. A focused restatement of the research question.
2. The most likely record groups to answer it.
3. Repositories or databases to check.
4. Search terms and name variants.
5. Timeline gaps.
6. A prioritized next-actions checklist.

Do not invent facts or citations. Label assumptions clearly.

2. Proving a Relationship

Objective

Identify records that may prove or disprove a claimed relationship.

Prompt to copy
Help me identify records that could prove or disprove the relationship between [Person A] and [Person
B].

Known facts:
- [Person A facts with sources]
- [Person B facts with sources]

Possible relationship:
[Parent-child / spouse / sibling / guardian / other]

Places and dates:
[Relevant locations and time period]

Please separate:
- Direct evidence that could name the relationship.
- Indirect evidence that could support the relationship.
- Negative evidence that may matter.
- Records most likely to contain relationship clues.
- Next searches to run.
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3. Distinguishing Same-Name Individuals

Objective

Separate two or more people with the same or similar names.

Prompt to copy
Help me distinguish between two or more people named [name] in [place] during [date range].

Known or suspected individuals:
1. [Person 1 details]
2. [Person 2 details]

Available clues:
- Ages:
- Spouses:
- Children:
- Associates:
- Occupations:
- Land or tax records:
- Church or military records:
- Migration pattern:

Create a comparison table and suggest records that could separate these identities. Include cautions
about assumptions and conflicting evidence.

4. Timeline Gap Analysis

Objective

Find record groups that may explain missing years or unknown locations.

Prompt to copy
Analyze this genealogy timeline gap.

Research subject:
[name]

Known timeline:
- [Date/place/event/source]
- [Date/place/event/source]

Gap to explain:
Between [date/event/place] and [date/event/place]

Please suggest:
1. Likely reasons for the gap.
2. Record groups that may place the person during the missing years.
3. Repositories or databases to search.
4. Search terms and name/place variants.
5. A prioritized checklist of next actions.

Do not assume migration, death, remarriage, or military service unless supported by evidence.
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5. Locality Research

Objective

Build context around jurisdiction, records, repositories, and boundaries.

Prompt to copy
Create a locality research guide for [place] during [date range] for genealogy research.

Research focus:
[family, event, migration, court case, land ownership, church membership, military service]

Please include:
- Relevant jurisdictions.
- Boundary changes to check.
- Courthouse offices or record custodians.
- Major record types available.
- Online databases to check.
- Offline repositories to contact.
- Historical context that may affect records.
- Common pitfalls for this place and period.

6. Finding Target Records

Objective

Prioritize record types by the evidence they may provide.

Prompt to copy
Given this genealogy question, identify the most useful target records.

Question:
[research question]

Known facts:
- [facts with sources]

Goal:
[prove parentage / locate death / identify spouse / track migration / resolve conflict]

Please create a table with:
- Record type.
- Why it matters.
- Date range to search.
- Jurisdiction.
- Repository or database.
- Expected evidence.
- Priority level.
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7. Evaluating Conflicting Evidence

Objective

Compare sources, informants, reliability, and possible explanations.

Prompt to copy
Help me evaluate conflicting genealogy evidence.

Research question:
[question]

Conflict:
[describe the disagreement]

Evidence:
1. [Source 1, claim, date, informant if known]
2. [Source 2, claim, date, informant if known]
3. [Source 3, claim, date, informant if known]

Please analyze:
- Source type and reliability.
- Informant knowledge.
- Direct, indirect, or negative evidence.
- Possible explanations for the conflict.
- Records that could resolve it.
- Whether a conclusion is currently supportable.

8. Negative Search Analysis

Objective

Decide whether unsuccessful searches are meaningful evidence.

Prompt to copy
Analyze these negative genealogy searches.

Research question:
[question]

Searches completed:
- [Repository, collection, search terms, date range, result]
- [Repository, collection, search terms, date range, result]

Please determine:
1. Whether these are meaningful negative searches.
2. What assumptions they support or weaken.
3. Whether the search scope was adequate.
4. What alternate spellings, jurisdictions, or record sets should be checked.
5. What to search next.



AI Prompt Menu for Genealogy Research Page 6

9. FAN Club or Cluster Research

Objective

Use friends, associates, and neighbors to solve identity or relationship problems.

Prompt to copy
Help me build a FAN club research strategy for [ancestor] in [place] during [date range].

Known associates:
- Family:
- Neighbors:
- Witnesses:
- Bondsmen:
- Sponsors:
- Informants:
- Landowners nearby:
- Military comrades:
- Church members:

Please suggest:
- Which associates to research first.
- What records may connect them.
- How to track relationships.
- How cluster evidence could help answer the main research question.
- A next-actions checklist.

10. Military or Pension Research

Objective

Plan searches for service, pension, bounty land, and family evidence.

Prompt to copy
Create a military and pension research plan for [name], who may have served in [war/conflict] from
[place].

Known facts:
- [age, residence, spouse, unit, service clues, pension clues]

Please identify:
- Possible service records.
- Pension or bounty land records.
- Draft, enlistment, discharge, or compiled military service records.
- State versus federal repositories.
- Search strategies for name variants.
- Family evidence likely to appear in the file.
- Next steps.
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11. Probate and Land Research

Objective

Use estate, deed, tax, and court records to prove relationships and residence.

Prompt to copy
Create a probate and land research strategy for [name] in [county/state] during [date range].

Research objective:
[prove heirs / identify spouse / track migration / distinguish same-name people / establish residence]

Known facts:
- [facts with sources]

Please include:
- Probate records to search.
- Land deed indexes and deed books to search.
- Tax records to check.
- Court records that may relate.
- Associates to track as witnesses, buyers, sellers, neighbors, or bondsmen.
- Expected relationship evidence.
- Search order.

12. Reviewing an Existing Research Plan

Objective

Use AI as a reviewer to find gaps before a research session.

Prompt to copy
Review my genealogy research plan for gaps, assumptions, missing record groups, unclear scope, weak
prioritization, and places where citations or negative searches should be strengthened.

Research question:
[question]

Plan draft:
[paste plan]

Please return:
1. Scope problems.
2. Missing record groups.
3. Weak or unsupported assumptions.
4. Citation or source-quality concerns.
5. Specific revisions to improve the plan.
6. A final next-actions checklist.
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Session Checklist
Before prompting:
- Define one focused research question.
- Add known facts with sources or citation notes.
- Name timeline gaps, conflicts, assumptions, and same-name risks.
- Set people, places, dates, jurisdictions, repositories, and record types.

After prompting:
- Verify every suggested record set and repository before relying on it.
- Convert useful suggestions into a research log or next-actions checklist.
- Record negative searches.
- Update the timeline and hypotheses after each search.
- Do not treat AI output as evidence; treat it as planning or analysis support.

Reusable Constraint Block
Use this add-on with any prompt:

Do not invent facts, sources, citations, record availability, or repository holdings. Clearly label
assumptions, hypotheses, and uncertainty. Distinguish direct evidence, indirect evidence, negative evidence,
and background context. If a needed fact is missing, ask for it or list it as an information gap. Prioritize
original records and images over indexes when possible. Consider jurisdiction and boundary changes, name
variants, associates, neighbors, witnesses, informants, and collateral relatives.


